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Kit (Silver Skittles), adopted by Sandy and Jom Volschow of Woodville, Ohio.
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Front Cover Credit:

Vic, one of two Greyhound mascots of
Eastern New Mexico University, visits with a
fan during an appearance at a pre-school.
Photo by ENMU

Back Cover Credit
Emily, adopted by Cheryl Chaney of East
Brunswick, N.J.
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Hero Hound: Paige Plays Lassie

By Beth Murphy

aige (Co-Star Babe) came to us through Greyhound Adoption of Ohio in 2005. She was our first

Greyhound, with fur as soft as a bunny, doe-like eyes that could melt your heart, and an iron paw to rule

the members of our canine household. From the moment she stepped across our doorway we knew our lives
would never be the same. Like the Prom Queen at a dance she insisted on all the attention. She boldly chose
the softest bed and gave the crate we had set up for her a disdainful look. Paige used the crate for exactly three
days before literally putting on the brakes and ning as bendy as a wet noodle each time we tried to put her
in. She had very firm preferences about where she would sleep, and they did not include a crace!

That was the beginning of our love affair with Gr , We fostered, volunteered, and learned more every
day about these wonderful dogs.

T rs later we came to the painful decision to amputate her front leg. Paige developed debilitating arthritis
in her shoulder that failed to respond to 13 months of treatments. She was in constant pain. Amputation was a last-
ditch effort to avoid euthanasia. Once Paige recovered from her surgery, she never looked back. It was if she was glad
to have that troublesome appendage removed. She chased tennis balls, snatched Frisbees from the air, and raced

around the yard on three legs, sometimes taking turns so sharp and fast that she took our breath away.
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Who Are We! Characteristics
of Greyhound Adopters

reyhound adoption is influenced by many things, but the retired racing Greyhounds themselves

are their own best advertisement. The Greyhound’s unique appearance and athleticism have

endeared the Greyhound breed to people for centuries; people today are no different. They select
their canine companions based in large part on their emotions. Familiarity and favorable experiences are
the best predictors of dogs selected for companion animals. Providing a home for a retired racer also gives
the adopter an opportunity to care for a beautiful dog after a career in racing is over.

Greyhounds are the fastest dogs in the world and are a natural for racing competitions. This distinction
has led in some cases to horror stories of the racing environment and their mistreatment and euthanasia.
However, in training successful athletes, it is essential they receive good care and nutrition. Racers who are
no longer in their prime for racing are generally healthy and have been given a second life through Greyhound
adoption.
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hey go by a number of names

including “meet-and-greets” and

“show-and-tells.” Whatever the
name, there is no doubt of their value in
the world of Greyhound adoption. Many
people think meet-and-greets are purely to
showcase dogs for adoption, but that is only
the beginning.

Meet-and-greets benefit the dogs. They
teach them to socialize with other dogs as
well as with people.

Meet-and-greets benefit the owners.
They provide a place to interact with and
learn from other owners. They can serve as
an early warning system for owners who are
having trouble caring for a dog or dealing
with a problem.

Meet-and-greets benefit your adoption
group. In addition to promoting your group

and Greyhound adoption to the public, they

provide a great way for new members to get

Meet-and-greets are a great way to promote Greyhound adoption. Daryl Piner of Guyton, Ga. and Racey pro-
mote adoption through Savannah Friends of Greyhounds as Pets.

involved.
Meet-and-greets benefit the public. They
are a good way to educate the public about

¢ )

A B e 1nn e r S Greyhound adoption, to debunk Greyhound

myths, and to model good doglowner inter-
° action.

G u 1d e tO M e e t o [f you are not involved in any meet-and-
greets, consider joining one. If there are no
meet-and-greets in your area, think about

starting one. Following are some tips for

an - re e t S holding successful events.

By Bonnie Hultgren Jeffers
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Eastern New Mexico
University Adopts
Greyhound Mascots

\J

espite concerns from some that the two Greyhounds adopted by Eastern New Mexico University
(ENMU) in Portales would not have a stable environment, they have become two of the most loved,
pampered dogs in New Mexico.
The university’s mascot is the Greyhound, so adopting Greyhounds was a logical fit. ENMU joins many other
Y Y pring 4 b
colleges and universities across the country in the tradition of owning live mascots, including Georgetown
University (Jack, a dog), University of Texas (Bevo, a steer), West Texas A&M University (Thunder, a buffalo), and
£ ¥
Loyola College in Maryland which also has a Greyhound (“Big Dog on Campus — The Greyhound as College
4 Y g g I Y g
Mascot,” Fall 2008 CG).
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Placing the Mascots: The
Adoption Group’s Perspective

W Landy t

n late summer of 2009 I was surprised by a phone call to GPA/New Mexico Greyhound Connection

(GPA/NMGC) from Janice Morrow of Eastern New Mexico University (ENMU) in Portales, N.M., explaining

that the university was exploring adopting Greyhounds to serve as mascots (Greyhounds is the name of their
men's athletic teams). 1 replied, “I wondered why you didn't have them already!”

| explained the needs of retired racers to Janice, including the fact that Greyhounds cannot be off lead unless in a

completely confined area. We discussed the Greyhound's inability to tolerate extremes of heat and cold, and their need

Fall 2010













A Day in the Lives of

: What is the life of a college mascot like? As these
1C I I Ory photos from ENMU illustrate, Vic and Tory have

full, exciting lives.

ADOPTIONS

During the
school day, the
mascots spend
some of their
time in “doggie
daycare” in the
Agriculture
Building. Here,
Vic totes one of
his favorite toys
around the
office.

il

| Morning run?
Uhhh, no
thanks. While
Vic and Dallas
get some
exercise, Tory
catches an extra
forty winks.

Vic and Tory
are in much
demand on
campus.
Here, Vic vis-
its with staff
at a holiday
gathering.

B

ENMU Hound Handlers walk the mascots during the school day. Here, Vic Vic and Tory know the day isn't over yet . . .
and Tory pose with Handlers Jesse Hines and Rachel Whitt.

32 Fall 2010
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Vic and Tory have a ch

Tory relaxes in a
shaded part of the
soccer field.

Vic meets a young fan
at an ENMU Men's
Basketball game.

e

Vic relaxes at the apartment with his favorite toys.

The next day, dressed in their uniforms,
Vic and Tory are ready to go again!
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eal-life Greyhounds recently met up with Alec — a carved Merry-Go-Round Greyhound who resides on
an Elmira, N.Y. carousel. Alec is probably the last of the remaining operational carousel Greyhounds that
once made magical memories for children. On that sunny day, the Greyhounds — all retired racers and
one, a work of the imagination — posed next to each other for some history-making pictures. Elmira, New York
is home to the Mark Twain Study and to Quarry Hill farm where Twain spent many summers writing. Now this

quaint upstate New York city is in possession of another unique piece of history in the form of Alec, the Carousel

Greyhound of Eldridge Park.
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Sassy and Maya began serving as Oakleaf High School's mascots when the school opened in Fall 2010.

Sassy and Maya, Oaklea
High School’s Mascots

By Patrick Rogers and Marai Yaw
Photos by Patrick Rogers

reyhound sisters Sassy (FTH Sassy Thang) and Maya (FTH Firecracker) were adopted by two friends
and business colleagues, Patrick Rogers and Marai Yaw. Patrick and Marai work with teachers in Clay
County, Florida. They also work with students at special events such as festivals and art fairs.

Sassy and Maya became mascots at brand-new Oakleaf High School when it opened this fall. One of the largest
high schools in Florida, Oakleaf High's official mascot is a knight in full armor. Sassy and Maya are the knight’s hunt-
ing dogs. They run out on the field before football games and other sporting events, attend new student orientations,
and participate in many other school activities.

Prior to the high school’s opening, both dogs attended functions at other schools in Clay County. At Qakleaf
High, they are often invited into individual classtooms; winning visits with the dogs is a significant incentive for

some classroom activities.

40 Fall 2010
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Wishbone, adopted by Roger Farrell of Jupiter, Fla.

Experiencing the Loss of a

Greyhound

By Kris White

42
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In memory of the Greyhounds I have loved and lost: Scott, Alex, Chase, Sunny, Jimmy, Seamus, and Pinkie Rose.

1'(35’]10l|nd gll'{l['dii]ns Ll[‘l(l(‘l‘ﬁt‘(lnd the pU“"t’l‘fUl bOﬂd thﬂt dC\'C]U]‘S [‘L‘[\\'L’en ]llllnﬂnb‘ '(]nLl thC‘lr
Greyhounds. In many cases the dog becomes an integral part of the family. It is not uncommon for
Greyhound guardians to view their dogs as full family members and go to great lengths to provide lov-
ing care. [t is not surprising then that these guardians would grieve the loss of their Greyhounds just as they
would grieve for other members of their family, often experiencing an extended period of mourning. Some
guardians view their Greyhounds as sons and daughters. These guardians tend to react very strongly to the loss
of their dogs and grieve very deeply.
Not every Greyhound guardian will bond with his/her Greyhound to the same degree. Some provide loving and
responsible care for their dogs but they don’t extend to their Greyhounds the same status as human members of their
family. When their Greyhounds die, these guardians might experience a shorter and less intensive grieving process,

but they will still grieve.
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